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(tentatively online,
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Baptism Focus Prayer Meeting

Events are subject to change depending on the evolving COVID-19 situation. Please refer to our website
regularly for updates.
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Foreword

You would know by now that the theme for this
year is “Strengthening our Family Church”.

—_——————

We believe the Church is a Family of Families; and
every Family and worshipper has a call to reflect the
beautiful relationship and holiness of our Father in
Heaven, His Son - Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Trinity is the most beautiful relationship
that no human word or mind could fully explain and
comprehend. They are each unique but perfectly
ONE. Their unity is the firm foundation that the
Family Church is laid on - we must be united in all
that we say and do. (1 Cor 1:10)

Only when there is unity, will we learn much from
one another’s life experiences. With God’s help, we
could do more to impact communities.

It is for these reasons that we have Life Groups (LG).

I missed out on the blessings of being in a LG in my
early years in COS. It was only when | joined an LG
in 2007 that | experienced spiritual encounters and
life transformation through deep and authentic
Christian relationships.

Together, we are able to demonstrate the love
for God and people with sincere and intentional
actions.

Today, my LG members are also an integral part of
the ministry of the Alpha Course and at a mission
point in Karimun that | am passionately involved.
We grow and serve together.

It is in times like the COVID-19 where we are
confronted by such a global pandemic that the LG
becomes a key source of strength for us. As we stay
connected with one another and with the Church
in this season, we are able to draw support and
strength from each other as we meet regularly, if
not more, online.

Praise God if you are already in a Life Group. But if
you are not, why not join one now?

Bernard Yeo
Elder
Executive Committee Chairman
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[2] Feature S&xi

From Our Homes
to Yours: COS Online

COVID-19 has been the biggest disruptor in recent
history. Within the span of a few months, life as we
have known has changed completely. Lives and jobs
are lost, schools have shutdown, entire economies and
industries are on the brink of collapsing, and physical
interaction is restricted.

But even as society becomes increasingly isolated,
let us make the effort to stay connected! Through
COSOnline, we have brought our weekly Worship
Services online and into your homes. Remember, the
God whom we worship is the same yesterday, today
and forever! So even as we embrace new ways of
meeting digitally, let us approach them with the right
attitude and a true heart of worship, according God
the same reverence as if we were attending Worship
Service in church.

While digital meetings is in no way a replacement
for physical interactions, we are thankful for these
technological advances that enable us to meet as
we look forward to the day where we can gather as
one big COS family again to praise and worship our
heavenly Father!

Stay connected by:
1. Sign up for our weekly WhatsApp updates at
tiny.cc/coswhatsapp

2. Sign up for our weekly email updates at
bit.ly/cosbulletin

3. Through our website www.cos.org.sg

4. Follow us on
ﬂ @churchofsingapore

@cos_sg
COS Online Team

#COSOnline Tips for Online Worship:

. Get Holy Communion elements ready
(buy or make your own, refer to this video:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aCyFxZOuAy-
ZZ550V6N5sjVRc8SPXy8R)

. Get dressed
. Participate fully as a member and not a spectator
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Spotlight on

Bible study on
Genesis

Last year, our Life Groups studied the Book of
Ephesians, a book that is more theological and
abstract in nature. In contrast, we will be studying
the Book of Genesis in 2020, a book that is filled
with tales and real-life stories that we can relate
to. Its passages are simple yet complex and
somewhat controversial, which make it a book
study that is suitable for all ages and for different
levels of spiritual maturity.

Genesis is about “The Beginning”. It explains how
many things and events are set in motion. It is also
a book that sets the basis for many Jewish customs
and traditions.

Genesis also defines how Christians are to view
gender and the family unit. God has created man
in His own image — male and female. There is no
confusion in regards to what is male or female
whether in mind or body. Our biological make-
up is set and cannot be changed. Likewise, God
created Eve to be Adam’s wife and mother of their
children - a pattern God has ordained. Therefore,
homosexuality and marriage do not mix.

Last but not least, Genesis is the foundation of the
gospel. It all starts with Adam. Had sin not entered
the world through the actions of Adam and Eve,
there would be no need for Christ to save us.

“For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also through a
man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be
made alive.” (1 Cor 15: 21-22).

There is so much more to learn through the study
of Genesis. | encourage you to join an LG if you
are not already in one so that we may study and
appreciate this marvelous book together!

God Bless,
Julian Chong
Bilingual Service-In-Charge
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COMMMMH[ 1.113’6

When | started attending COS worship services regularly in
1987, | did not join a Life Group (LG) or any activity in church.
For five years, | would only attend worship service and leave
immediately after for lunch with my family. Although | knew

there was a fellowship group available for people around my
age, | refused to attend.

Does the above sound familiar to you?

In the Bible, the believers were not alone in worshipping God.
From Acts 2:42, we read that they had “devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer” as a community. As one Body of Christ,
we are to love, to help, to teach and to encourage one another,
and by doing so, we are testifying God'’s love and truth. Thus,
spiritual fellowship is important.

It was only after much persuasion by my sister that | finally
joined Teens for Christ (TC) every Saturday, in addition to
attending worship Service. Subsequently, | joined a Life Group
as an adult, and served in various ministries. Since then, | have
grown in my spiritual life, and have gotten to know many
more brothers and sisters in Christ too. The love and care they
showed me are tremendous!

Recently, | 1‘,;
witnessed | &
God's love e
through the g
support of my %
LG when they
rallied  together
to care for a member

who was unwell. They took turns to be with
him in the hospital, bought food for him
daily and prayed for him. When the pastoral
team visited him, we saw a LG member who
told us she was there for the "afternoon
shift”. This particular Life Group has been
meeting for Bible Study faithfully for at
least the past 28 years. Praise God!

Therefore, | encourage you to be part of
this community by joining a Life Group and
experiencing the love of God and the care of
the COS spiritual family!

Doreen Yeo
English Service
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Hokkien Bible Camp

24-28 November 2019

The book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is a time and season for
everything under the heavens. The Hokkien Bible Camp was well timed for
this season as we reflect on the walk taken during the year with the Lord.

Each day of the camp was inundated by our guest speaker, Pastor Emily
Tan’s preaching. We were fed with daily manna, and our spirit was filled
by the Word of God. In the afternoons, we relished in the joy and peace of
His presence, while resting in meditation and prayer. We remembered the
grace we have received and repented of our shortcomings with humility.

Show me, Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days;
let me know how fleeting my life is. Psalm 39:4

P = —y |

7. 77 el

The close fellowship amongst the 200 campers reminds us of an important
truth: that God has made us in His wisdom, that connections and fellowship
are needed for us to thrive. Many campers shared personal testimonies
during the long bus ride from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur, bringing much
comfort to their listeners. This journey of togetherness shows us that we
are fellow pilgrims journeying on the narrow path toward heaven.

By God's grace, four new believers put their faith in God and gave their
lives to Him during the camp. Of these four, three were baptised in March
2020. Many also committed to participate in Life Groups, to be connected
as a Body of Christ.

We give thanks for the abundance provided by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Calvin Xie
Camp Participant
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Children Camp

4-71 December 2019

“FAMILY TREASURE"” was the theme for
Children Ministry’s 2019 year-end camp,
and the camp verse was from Josh 24:14
— “Now fear the Lord and serve him
in faithfulness. Throw away the gods
your ancestors worshipped beyond the
Euphrates river and in Egypt, and serve
the Lord.” During the camp, we explored
what it means to forsake foreign gods
that we have unknowingly worshipped
in our lives, and rediscover listening to
God’s voice in unexpected ways. The
camp speakers, Pastor Hong Teck and
team, introduced five “treasures” which
serve as tools that families can develop
to fulfil God's call for their family.
Highlights of the camp include family-
~ oriented activities, purposed to bring
_ families in our church closer together.
One such activity was “MasterChef”
where children and parents bonded
together in a challenge to whip up
palatable food.

Taking hold of the vision that God has
laid in the hearts of the camp committee,
the planning and execution of the camp
were drawn from Deut 6:1-9, which are
verses specifically addressed to parents.
' The Lord is equipping families who take
" His Word seriously, and are willing to
bey his commands wholeheartedly.
~ God has designed Family as the first
source of spiritual training and to serve
as a channel of God’'s blessings and

- revelations.

New fear thedord
and sewe hir in
Jaithjulness. Thiew
away the geds yewr
ancestos woirshipped
beyoud the Euphrates
river and in Equpt,
and, sowe thederd.”

Although the camp has ended, the work of our good Lord
continues forevermore. We are called to raise a godly
heritage for the present and the coming generations. He is
fighting for your family, just as He did for the families before
us. Let us put up a good fight in purposefully living every
moment to lead authentic lives and serve God faithfully.

In His service,
Clara Ying
Camp Chair
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TC Camp

11-14 December 2019 :

TC Camp holds a special place in my heart.
It is a time where the TC community
would set aside once a year to gather and
experience God together.

This year, the camp committee sensed
a need and desire among our teens to
understand and approach the personhood
of our Heavenly Father. Many teens
find it difficult to reconcile their earthly
experience of fathers with the Bible’s
depiction of the perfect father.

As a camp chairperson, | was initially very
worried about the camp, worrying that
the teens may not receive anything or our
activities will be hampered by bad weather.
However, | learnt to trust in who God is,
and not the blessings He brings. God is
faithful even when | am of little faith, and
I thank Him for giving me glimpses of how
He is working in the teens’ lives.

During the camp, we held a workshop on
family types and many campers opened
up about their families and unresolved
grievances. Many teens also responded to
altar calls and stepped up as first-time camp
group leaders. The camp committee was
also encouraged by many instances of love
being demonstrated through their taking
care of one another during the games.

Personally, TC Camp opened my eyes to the
brokenness in this world and the desperate
need for God's love and restoration. |
believe that seeds have been planted
during this camp, and | look forward to the
harvest.

Pae En Qi
Camp Chair
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Young Adults Camp

16-19 December 2019

Many Christian Young Adults (YA) in
Singapore desire to be connected to a
Christian community that welcomes, inspires,
and gives them the opportunity to live out
their God-given purpose in this world. The YA
Ministry in COS is keenly aware of this need
among YAs, and in this season, we believe
that our calling is to build a community that is
obedient to the Holy Spirit.

As part of this journey to build up our
community, sixty young adults (YAs) gathered

in Batam, Indonesia over four days in
December 2019 for our annual YA Camp. The
camp focused on the theme “Relevant Faith”
— discovering how God is real in our everyday
lives, bringing together what we know from
the Word of God with what we receive from
the Holy Spirit and applying it in every aspect
of our lives.

Through the sharings by some of the young
COS staff members and our guest speaker,
Dr. Tan Lai Yong, the YAs were challenged to
consider:

e Certain stones in their life that they need
to lay down - such as their career, human
dreams, past hurts, and even current
successes — in order to fully embrace faith
in God.

e What it means to live out a radical and
counter-cultural faith in the midst of very
real and challenging situations.

Throughout the planning process and the camp, the Camp
Committee held on to a few key values — (1) to soak the
event in prayer, (2) to focus on building relationships, and (3)
to be brave and open to new possibilities.

The YAs were given opportunities to practice what they
learnt. It was amazing to witness the campers creating safe
spaces for each other to share openly and vulnerably. The
YAs also practiced courage during the prophetic prayer
workshop, where they took time to hear from God and
stepped out in faith to pray for one another. Every camper
had the opportunity to serve others during a special BBQ
dinner. Some groups also stepped up to serve their community
by volunteering to lead worship during the camp services,
even though not all of them were experienced or confident
at first. It was a great encouragement to see so many YAs
stepped up in faith.

God is moving in the YA Ministry! We will persevere in
building a community that is attentive to the voice of God
and brave in obeying the move of the Spirit!

Estella Low
Camp Advisor
YA Assistant Ministry Head
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The YA Ministry is a
community for people
aged 19 to 26. We
currently have 11 Life
Groups of different
ages and backgrounds.
If you want to explore
more and be a part of
this community, please
call the Church Office
and ask to speak to
Estella Low or Caleb
Lim. We would love to
have you join us!
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All glory to the LORD! Amen!

Chong Sal Liang
On behalf of D14 Committee
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Co-Worker’s Night// |

31 December 2019

Annually, on the last day of the year, COS organises a Co-Worker’s
Night event to appreciate and thank all our Co-Workers who have
served in one way or another in the church. This year, we had
performances put up by Filipino Service, Myanmar Service, China
Ministry and the Full-time staff.

Read on for an account by Brother Peter Cho, SIC of Myanmar
Service!

“The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to
see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. They
have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there
is none who does good, not even one.” (Psalm 14:2-3).

We praise and thank God for His salvation and His goodness.
It was a great privilege for the Myanmar Service team to be a
part of this year’s Co-Worker’s Night. We presented a song and
dance item in traditional Burmese costume, “One Way Jesus to
Heaven.” This song expresses how men often walk in worldly
ways, afflicting themselves and those around them. We all need
Jesus. Jesus died for us so that we may be saved from eternal
condemnation. He gave eternal life to every one of us. Therefore,
as children of God, we are to serve and care for others with the
same love and care that God has shown us. We are to proclaim
the good news of Jesus Christ and bring others to salvation.

The psalmist in the above verses speak of passionate yet troubling
words that remind us of the conditions of the human heart.
One can only imagine the LORD looking down from Heaven,
shaking His head in sorrow when He could not find anyone who
sought Him. Everyone was pursuing their own goals and dreams
according to their selfish desires. God was secondary to them.

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6

Jesus delights in anyone who seeks Him and follows His will
unreservedly. Is there anything within yourself that you have
withheld from God? God is seeking your whole and undivided
heart. Are you seeking Him? THere is nothing that He does not
know about you, so let nothing stop you from coming to Him.

God is seeking and offering you a relationship with Him. Return
to God to be saved from eternal judgement and be forgiven. The
world may think that there are many ways to eternity by their
own wisdom and strength but what truly saves man is the love
of God. Let us return to Him with thanksgiving, serving Him in
response to His great commission and commandments.

“Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded
you, and behold, | am with you always,
to the end of the age.” Mat 28:19-20.

So come to God - He is waiting for you!

Peter Cho
Myanmar Service-In-Charge
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Watch Night Prayer

31 December 2019

£y

“Seeing God'’s Glory” was the theme for Watchnight Prayer 2019. We thank
God for the privilege of ending 2019 and ushering in the New Year in His
presence. “And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers.” (Malachi 4:6). We believe God is going
to prepare the hearts of those to receive His glory by turning hearts and
restoring relationships across generations.

Altar calls were given for different groups: for those under 35, to restore the
authority of God in their lives, for fathers, to head their families with Godly
authority; for children, to be a blessing in their families and communities.
Many personal testimonies were shared, demonstrating God's work in the
lives of individuals and families. As a church, we consecrated ourselves before
God and asked God to heal and bless our land.

We believe that God will continue to manifest His glory and work among us
in 2020; let us continue to seek God's glory like Moses did, and yearn earnestly
to know the Lord deeper!

Leong Yit Mee
Prayer Ministry Head
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e inside a Senior Activity Centre

Have you ever wondered what goes
on in a senior activity centre? Do they
watch TV all day long, sit around or
make small talk? To gain a better
understanding, | started interacting
with the seniors on a regular basis at
Tung Ling Community Service's (TLCS)
Senior Activity Centre.

A variety of activities are available
weekly. These activities include health
talks, group exercises, Bingo games,
and the highly popular Karaoke and
Rummy-O game sessions. Seniors can
be heard belting out classics such as “Ye
Lai Xiang (&3 %&)"and “Seven Lonely
Days” with much gusto. The highly
competitive Rummy-O game (a game
that is similar to Mahjong) works well
as a form of mental exercise without
the danger of gambling.




How Can You Get Involved?

e Give adonation: TLCS appreciates
any donation cash or in-kind of any
amount. We welcome and thank
you for your Gift.

e Give your time: Experience
the benefits and fulfillment of
volunteering at TLCS.

To find out more, contact
Brother Roger Neo

S 81333352
X rogerneo@tics.org.sg

Visit our website: www.tlcs.org.sg

A senior Volunteer Community:
TLCS's Senior Activity Centre does
not receive government funding ’
and is largely funded by Church & '
of Singapore (COS). It is open to -
seniors of all religions from all
walks of life. Thankfully, its activities
are helmed by a regular group of
volunteers, comprising mostly of COS
members. | was pleasantly surprised by the

vibrancy and energy of the volunteers when | attended
one of their Volunteer Appreciation lunches. Their joyous
spirit was infectious! Despite their closely-knit bonds, | felt
warmly welcomed and included by the volunteers.

e

Of bonds, friendship, and community:

Due to government regulations, there were many
restrictions that TLCS Senior Activity Centre had to
adhere to. As such, their focus was largely on providing
meaningful activities that encourage fostering of bonds
and relationships. During my time with them, | was able
to interact with a wide diversity of seniors, witnessed
the formation of many endearing relationships, and
experienced a deep bond with the volunteers. One of
TLCS's goals is to recreate the communal-esque ‘kampung
spirit’ — a goal which | felt was perfectly recreated.

The friendship, bonds and community spirit that | had
experienced at TLCS Senior Activity Centre reminds me
that life can be simple and enjoyable. These timeless
qualities will definitely be deeply cherished. As time
passes and the staff, volunteers and seniors of TLCS Senior
Activity Centre changes, | pray that its values, spirit of
camaraderie and contentment will forever remain.

Eddie Lim
Yale-NUS Student
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In August 2013, | was in Roland Restaurant when
Bro Daw Ching shared about Life Groups (LGs)
and encouraged us to join one. | was moved by
his encouragement and went to enquire more

about it. That was how | came to join Bro Koy

Chee’s LG. I've been attending the LG regularly

since then and will always make time for it no
matter how tired | get when taking care of my grandchild.
| know that the Lord has given me the strength and the
desire to stay with the LG.

During LGs, we usually begin with praise and worship,
followed by sharing from the LG members and prayer
requests. It was a safe space for us to share about the
problems we encounter and pray for each other, especially
in times of sickness. We also study the Bible together.
Through these sessions, God has strengthened my faith
greatly and grown me spiritually. Attending LG has
changed my life as | walk closer with God each day. In the
LG, we do our best to show love for one another as God
has commanded us in John 15:12 “love one another as
| have loved you.”

Itis truly a joy to be a member of an LG and | look forward
to our weekly LG sessions. It is my hope that more people
will attend LGs and share this experience as well.

3 important points | have learnt from LG:

PRAY - Col 4:2 "Devote yourselves to prayer,
being watchful and thankful”

GIVE ALMS - Mat 6:3 “Giving to the needy as an

act of worship”

WITNESSING - 1 Pet 3:15 “Always be prepared
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have in
Christ”

Helen Teo
English Service

Joining @

Life Group

at Church of Singapore

We have been really blessed by many Life
Groups (LGs) in COS. | have been attending one
since the time it was called “Home Fellowship”.
Meeting in a home setting enables us to know
each other better and deepen our bonds. There
have been numerous times where | have been
encouraged, or spiritually refreshed through a
song or testimony at LG. | look forward to every
LG meeting and cherish the many friendships
forged over the years.

According to Heb 3:13, we are called to
encourage one another daily so that none of
us may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
As we encourage each other, we will keep each
other strong and guard against the deceitfulness
of sin. Heb 10:24-25 also tells us to consider one
another to stir up love and good works and not
forsake gathering together, as is the manner of
some, but to exhort one another especially as we
see the Day approaching.

Do you know that there are more than 50 “one
another” commands in the Bible? To me, LG is a
“one another” ministry because through it, we
have opportunities to give and receive care and
support. There is no such thing as lone ranger
Christians. We all need each other in the body of
Christ and are called to Christian Fellowship with
each other. The Christian life is akin to running a
long-distance marathon and we need each other
to go the distance.

Tan Siew Noi
English Service
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